
 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CENTRAL PANHANDLE ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS IN 
SUPPORT OF THE CITY OF PANAMA CITY PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT 

REFERENDUM 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of The Central Panhandle Association of Realtors is to develop, enhance and 
maintain a viable business climate and to provide advocacy in the development of economic growth, and; 
 
WHEREAS, on January 24, 2023, the City of Panama City Commission passed Resolution No. 20230124.7 
requesting that the Supervisor of Elections place a question on the Municipal Super Tuesday Election Ballot 
for tax exemptions to new businesses and expanding existing businesses that are expected to create new, 
full-time jobs in the city, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Panama City had such an exemption in place for over thirty years up until 2021 
and;  
 
WHEREAS, numerous municipalities in Florida have approved referendums authorizing city commissions 
the ability to grant property tax exemptions as permitted by Florida Statutes, and; 
 
WHEREAS, when compared to neighboring states like Alabama and Georgia, Florida has very limited 
economic development tools, it is important to give municipalities and economic development 
organizations resources to attract new businesses, as well as encourage expansion of existing businesses;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE CENTRAL PANHANDLE 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS SUPPORTS THE TAX ABATEMENT REFERENDUM 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF PANAMA CITY COMMISSION THE ABILITY TO GRANT 
TAX EXEMPTIONS TO NEW AND EXPANDING BUSINESSES IN THE CITY. 

 
THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE.  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of February 2023. 
   
     
 
Jennifer Ledesma, President                                                  
 
 
 Debbie Ashbrook, CEO 
 
 
Jacob Willenborg, Governmental Affairs Committee Chair 
 


